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Y Y HEN the Character of an Individual, who aſpires to 
the honeſt fame of Independence and Impartiality, has been 
unjuſtly attacked, it is a duty which he owes both to himſelf 
and Society, to vindicate it from Aſperſion. As the Editors 

of the Morning Chronicle, have this day thought proper to "0 
ſtate my publication of Mr. Fox's Speech, as infidious in its 
tendency to Mr. Fox, and the Duxz of PoxTLaxnD; I beg 
the Public to compare the Speech of Mr. Fox, as publiſhed 
by me, with the Speech in the Morning Chronicle, of the 

pth of December, and they will find them literally and exactly 
agree.—It will then remain with them to deterrine, on whom 
the charge of inſidiouſneſs may be moſt properly fixed; on 
one, who was eager to announce the real and liberal Senti- 
ments of Mr. Fox, or on him, who now, by a ſubſequent 
däenial of the authenticity of the Speech, and even his own 
Statement of it, to deprive Mr. Fox of that large portion of 
popular Favour, which his manly Conduct on that day, 
deſervedly acquired him. 
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„I think it the duty of every Citizen, whatever may be bit 
fation, to exert himſelf in procuring every IMPROVEMENT 
of our Foxm or GovErxment, of which it is ſuſceptible.” 
(See Mr. Fox's Speech, p. 7, and Morning Chronicle of 
the «th of December.) Will any real Friend to our Conſtitu- 
tion deny, but that an cgi repreſentation of the People (f 
England, is an Improvement, of which our Conſtitution is 
ſuſceptible,” which all honeſt and enlightened Men pant 
after, and whice Mr. Fox muſt therefore have meant, or 
(a thing which is impoſſible) could have meant nothing. 
Yet the Editor of the Morning Chronicle tells us, „that 
Mr. Fox was far from declaring his Principles on a Reform 


of Parliament.” 
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SPEECH 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


A MOST numerous meeting of the noble- 
men and gentlemen, members of this Club, 
was held this day at the London Tavern. 
The Right Honourable Charles James Fox 
in the chair. 

It was with the moſt "Tiny felt ſatisfaction 
that we witneſſed the perfect harmony in opi- 
nion which reigned in the Club, where we 
ſaw aſſembled the illuſtrious characters, to 
whoſe efforts the country look up for the 
maintenance of the true principles of our Con- 
ſtitution. In drinking the toaſts regularly 
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given at their meetings, the ſpirit of the 
Club was manifeſted in a clear and enthuſiaſtic 
manner. The Rzghts of the People drew from 
the whole room reiterated burits of applauſe ; 
and when the health of Mr. Fox was given, 
the cordial and unanimous teſtimony borne to 
the merits of this GREAT and ConsISTENT, 
FIRM and PERSEVERING STATESMAN, prove 
that to him and his friends alone, they look 
for the reſtoration of concord, and the re- 
union of all hearts. | | 
Such was the expreſſion of the company on 
drinking his health, which was given by Lord 
R. Spencer. Mr. Fox returned his thanks, 
and ſhewed how greatly ſuperior the manli- 
neſs of true wiſdom is ta all the ſiniſter arts 
of ſubtlety and fineſſe. We lament that we 
are able only to give his ſpeech from imperfe& 
recollection, but though we cannot imitate 
the neatneſs of his eloquence, we believe that 
we ſhall be accurate in the ſubſtance, as he 
made a very forcible and a moſt ſutisfactory 
impreſſion on the mind of the writer. To 
thoſe who, like ourſelves, have cloſely ob- 
ſerved the conduct of Mr. Fox for ſixteen 
EY | years 
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years, the profeſſion of his creed is unneceſſa- 
ry; but to new men, and in the preſent day 
of pretended innovation, it will be highly in- 
tereſting to all real friends of the Conſtitution, 
to read his admirable expoſition of the prin- 
ciples of the Whig Club, as declaratory of his 
own motives of conduct. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, © I riſe, gentlemen, to thank 
you for the very kind and flattering manner 
in which you have drank my health. You 
know it is not my cuſtom to take up your 
time in this Club by making ſpeeches, or to 
interrupt your feſtivity by any thing perſonal 
to myſelf ; but the circumſtances of the times, 
and the extraordinary meaſures of which you 
have been the witneſſes, demand, perhaps, of 
every public man, an explicit declaration of 
his principles. To you, gentlemen, I certain- 
ly ſhould not think it neceſſary to make any 
other profeſſion of my ſentiments, than by an 
appeal to my paſt actions. Were any other 
profeſſions neceſſary, I ſhould fay, that in 
the toaſts which conſtantly animate our hearts, 
and add to our conviviality in this Club, I 
find a perfect expoſition of my principles, and 
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profeſs that it is my ſtudy, as I think it is my 
duty, to regulate my conduct thereby. 

« I declare then, that I am attached to T, he 
Houſe of Brunſwick'—becaule I hope, becauſe 
I believe, that They will never forget the 
* principles which placed their family upon the 
* Throne of Great Britain. 

« For the ſame reaſon I am attached to 
© The CONSTITUTION, according to the prin- 
a ciples ASSERTED of the Revolution, —an at- 
tachment to which makes the foundation of 
this Club, as you have uniformly aſſerted from 


the firſt moment of your inſtitution. 


It follows, therefore, that I am, and I de- 
clare myſelf to be an advocate for The Rights 
* of the People, upon whoſe Rights alone can, 
in my opinion, be founded any real, ſound, and 
legitimate Government, {ſince the very end and 
object of all juſt Governments is the 


SECURITY, FREEDOM, and HAI Ess of the PeoPLE. 


„For this reaſon, I think it the duty of 
every citizen, whatever may be his ſtation, 
to exert himſelf in procuring every IMPROVE= 
MENT of OUR FORM of GOVERNMENT, of 
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which it is ſuſceptible, and to aſſiſt in me- 
liorating the condition of the people to the 
utmoſt, from which it follows, that I ſhall 
ever act moſt cordially and ſtedfaſtly with 
The Friends of Freedom. | 

In purſuing this honourable courſe, it will 
animate our zeal, and invigorate our conſtan- 
cy, to pay grateful homage in our-toaſts to our 
glorious anceſtors ; and though we entertain 
the lively hope that we ſhall never have to 
meet the conflict like them, yet ſhould our 
ſecurity, peace, and freedom, the faireſt and 
moſt beautiful fruits of the tree of liberty, 
be ever again in danger, I truſt we ſhall all 
be ready To bleed like Hampden in the field, 
or like Sydney on the ſcaffold. 

„From the ſame motive, and from the 
experience of the benefits flowing from the 
connection of men of principle, I am equally 
ready to declare my gratitude to the 1LL S 
TRIOUS FAMILIES, by whoſe manly exer- 
tions the Empire obtained its freedom ; and 
knowing the advantages that muſt be derived 
from their cordial co-operation in the cauſe _ 

Aa4 which 


(18 43 


which is ſo dear to us all, I heartily wiſh 
That the names of Ruſſel and Cavendiſh may be 
ever united in defence ef. the liberties of their 
country. 

«© Theſe, gentlemen, 2 are my ſentiments, 
and it ſhall be my only boaſt, as it is the cha- 
rater of the Whig Club, Never to flacken my 


efforts in adverfty, nor to forget my principles 
in proſperity. 

« And if the time ſhould ever come, when 
PRIDE, PREJUDICE, or CORRUPTION, ſhould 
fet up a ſtubborn reſiſtance to all correction 
of abuſes, and refuſe to liſten to the juſt pre- 
tenſions of the people, I am moſt truly ready 
to join with the Club in their laſt moſt excel- 
lent ſentiment, in which they breathe at once 
a temperate, a conciliatory, and a determined 
fpirit, and to hope that The example of one Re- 
volution may prevent the neceſſity of another. — 
A ſentiment which I truſt will have a ſeaſon- 
able influence on all the orders of ſociety, by 
which they may know and learn that we ſhall 
ever rally round the Conſtitution, prepared 
with one ſoul to guard it from every violent 


* 


allt, but equally attentive and zealous to 
preſerve it in its full and genuine vigour, 
againſt even the leſs e effects of na- 
tural decay.“ 

We cannot deſcribe the emotion which this 
ſhort, clear, ſpecific declaration made on the 
Club—Every heart reſponded to the ſenti- 
ments of conſtitutional firmneſs, and of ſea- 
ſonable conciliation which it breathed. The 
Duke of Portland, the .Earl of Guildford, 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Sheridan—— men, whom it 
has been the faſhion of the inſidious to deſ- 
cribe as at variance, all joined in the heart- 
felt acclamations of the Society, and proved 
that there is but one opinion in the firm pha- 
lanx of the conſtitutional oppoſition to the 
preſent meaſures of Government. The 
ſpeech had the more electrical effect, from 
the ingenuity with which Mr. Fox intro- 
duced all the conſtitutional toaſts of the Club 
— they are diſtinguiſhed by italics. 

Mr. Houſe gave Mr. Fox, and ſucceſs to the 
principles he has fo clearly deſeribed which 
was drank with extacy. 
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The Duke of Portland and the Whis Inte- 
reſt, throughout Great Britam.—His Grace 
returned thanks in a ſhort and apt addreſs. 

Mr. Byng, and the Independent Preeholders 
of Middleſex. —Mr. Byng ney thanked 
the Club. 

3 Saubridge, Plomer, Newnham, 
Skinner and Combe, Sheriff Tebbs, and ell 
the other friends of freedom in the Corpora- 
tron of London. —Mr. Alderman Newnham 
and Mr. Alderman Combe, who were pre- 
ſent, returned thanks in ſhort addreſſes. 

Mr. Plomer and Mr. Baker, and the In- 
dependent * Freehalders . of Hertfordſhire. © 

Mr. Grey, and the Independent Freebolders 
of Northumberland. Mr. Grey, in returning 
thanks, faid, that in circumſtances like the 
preſent, it behoved every man to declare his 
ſentiments, and he rejoiced to ſay, that he 
could do this, in very few words indeed ; 
for he had only to declare, that he agreed 
in every word of the admirable ſpeech of 
his Right Honourable Friend. The creed 
of Mr. Fox was his—it declared the princi- 
ples which ſhould be the rule of his poli- 
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tical life, and which purſued with temper, 
zeal, and activity, muſt ſecure to this coun- 
try the moſt durable felicity. He could 
not avoid, at the ſame time, to expreſs his 
happineſs, that thus all the friends of true 
freedom were united in the glorious cauſe 
of maintaining the Conſtitution on its ge- 
nuine baſis. | 

Lord Viſcount Galway propoſed the health 
of the Lord Mayor—a general murmur of 
diſapprobation was heard from every corner 
of the room. Mr. Fox prevented any in- 
dignity to the name of the City Magiſtrate, 
by obſerving that in drinking the health of 
the well known Conſtitutional Alderman, 
they had added all the other Friends of 
Freedom in the Corporation.—TIf the Lord 
Mayor was a real Friend to Freedom, he - 
was included in that toaſt—if he was not a 
Friend to Freedom, his health -ought not 
to be drunk in that Club. Mr. Fox then 
gave Bt | 

Mr. Sheridan, the fleady oppoſer of the 
mcreaſe of the Exciſe Laws, and may it 
ever be the taſk of Genius to combat its ever= | 
laſting enemy, Deſpotiſn. Mr. Sheridan made 
: a ſhort 
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a ſhort but elegant reply. The times, in- 
deed, he ſaid, demanded that every man 
ſhould ſpeak out, and like Mr. Grey, he 
had only to declare, that he perfectly coin-- 
cided with his Right Honourable Friend, in 
the clear and manly expoſition which he had 
given. It has been my pride to act through life 
upon theſe principles, and I rejoice to ſee 
the cordiality with which they have been 
received this day.—It is the triumph of 
wiſdom and principle, and its effect on the 
public mind will be equal to its impreſſion 
on this Club. 

.« Mr. Erfteine, and the freedom of the 
preſs.” —Mr. Erſkine had, unfortunately, re- 
tired before the toaſt was given; but we truſt 
that the friends of the freedom of the preſs 
will fee its two ſhining advocates; namely, 
. Mr. Erſkine and Mr. Pigott, at the intended 
meeting on Saturday the 22d Inſtant, at the 
Free Maſons Tavern. 

Before he left the chair, which was at eight 
o'clock, Mr. Fox begged the attention of the 
meeting to one other toaſt, more comprehen- 


ſive than any which had been given, 
« THE 
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« THE FRIENDS OF LIBERTY ALL OVER 
THE WORLD.*” 


There were many other toaſts of the ſame 
animating kind, and the meeting ſeparated 
with the hope that all thoſe who profeſs 
attachment to the conſtitution would regulate 
their zeal by the temper and moderation which 
its moſt ſplendid ſupporters thus manifeſt. 

From the above truly patriotic. Addreſs, the 
public have another convincing proof of Mr. 
| Fox's veneration for the genuine principles of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution; but he is no blind 
Devotee to its vices, He is a {ſkillful and 
humane Phyſician, that would apply a reme- 
dy to cure not one of theſe inſatiate Locuſts, 
that would pray upon the diſeaſe. 

It were therefore devoutly to be wiſhed, 
at a juncture, pregnant with events like the 
preſent, when a conſpiracy of greedy Place- 
men and Penſioners is formed, who are hired 
to ring out the alarm of ſedition, in a moment 


* The Toaſt, as it appeared in the firſt Impreſſion of this 
Work—Namely, Eqyar LizexTY To ALL MANKIND, 
was copied from the Morning Poſt of the th Inſtant, - 
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of perfect tranquility, not only in order to 
perpetuate the grievances which actually exiſt, 
but alſo to make additional encroachments on 
that liberty, without which, life itſelf, is an 
intolerable burthen, that a meeting of Eng- 
Iiſhmen, really attached to the principles of 
the Conſtitution, in its original purity, might 
be convened in ſome ſuitable place, for the 
purpoſe of deviſing a proper mode of acknow- 
ledging their gratitude to Mr. Fox, exhort- 
ing him to perſevere in their cauſe, and to 
adopt fome effectual means of protecting 
their Rights, 3 : | 


We are authoriſed to contradict an incorrect ſtate- 
ment of what paſſed at the WHIO CLus,. on Tueſday 
Jaft. It is there aſſerted that the DuKE of Po LAND 
was one of thoſe who joined in the heart - felt acclama- 
tions, with which Mr. Fox's Speech is ſaid to have been 
concluded. The fact is, the DUKE was not there when 
it was delivered, We can fafely affirm, after Thirty 
Years experience, that the principles of the Conſtitu- 
tion, as aſſerted at the Revolution, have ever been his 
Political Creed, and the rule by which his conduct has 
been governed; nor do we hazard any thing in pre- 
dicting, that the ſteadineſs with which he has uniformly 
ſupported the different orders of the State, in their 
Religious as well as Civil Eſtabliſhments, will not 
ſuffer him to be miſled, by the ſpecious title of Im- 
provement, to countenance the innovations of ſpecu- 
lative Politicians, whatever may be the ingenuity of 
plauſibility with which they endeavoured to be impoſed 
upon the Public. 
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